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REVIEW
CiTRus FRUIT RATS: DEvnLOPmlE:
ANDm ECONoMc AmRA sAL. By
Truman C. Bigham and Merrill J. Roberts. Gainesville: University
of Florida Press. 1950. Pp. viii, 134. $3.25.
This publication is a case study in commodity rate-making. The
commodity chosen for study is one that not only is of extreme importance to the State of Florida, but one that tends to illustrate the
various factors that have led to differences in commodity rates between
different producing areas. The authors are both professors in the
College of Business Administration of the University of Florida. Dr.
Bigham is the author of one of the outstanding textbooks in the field,
as well as numerous other books and articles; Mr. Roberts was formerly
Transportation Economist with the Tennessee Valley Authority.
The authors have incorporated an excellent section dealing not
only with the historical development of the production and transportation of citrus fruits but with the progress of the rate structure from
the time that citrus fruits first started entering interstate commerce as
well. The analysis continues with a comparison of the rates and an
appraisal of the rate structure, and it terminates with a section of
conclusions.
This study shows that there are three major citrus-producing regions
in the United States - Florida, California, and Texas - and that the
rate structure that has developed has been influenced more by factors
of market competition than by any logical relationship based on the
cost of providing the service. The authors have shown that, in addition
to the factors of market competition, many modifications in the rates
have been caused by competition of other forms of transportation.
Florida has benefited particularly from time to time through the
presence of water competition between Florida ports and the Eastern
Seaboard ports; and the rates from all producing areas to their immediately adjacent territories have been greatly influenced by truck
competition as well. It is also shown with much clarity that the governmental regulatory authority, the Interstate Commerce Commission,
has exercised less direct control over rates than is generally supposed.
It has permitted the continuance of a rate structure which, while
providing lower costs for the Florida shippers to the consuming regions
of the North Atlantic and Middle Atlantic Seaboard and the Middle
West than do the rates from California points, still deprives Florida
of the advantage of its geographical position. It has permitted the
continuation of rates from the Pacific Coast to those market areas
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that are very much lower on a per-mile basis than can be justified by
an argument of lower cost of the service. Since the Interstate Commerce Commission has been deciding more and more cases on the
basis of mileage rates, there is reason to believe that it may require a
future adjustment of rates that will be more favorable to Florida.
The study is very well documented, giving decisions of the Interstate Commerce Commission and citing leading cases when appeals
have been taken to the cqurts. Careful reading of this book will be
very rewarding to Florida fiuit growers, to businessmen interested
in the econQmic development of the southeastern section of the United
States, and to students of governmental policy in action.
W. BRADBURY
Associate Professor of Economics,
University of Florida
RoBEr

1949-1950. By Allen Morris. Tallahassee:
The Peninsular Publishing Co. 1949. Pp. viii, 398, index and illustrations. $2.75.

THE FWoPmA IANDBOOK

Members of the Florida bench and bar, and citizens of the state
generally, will welcome the publication of the second edition of The
Florida Handbook. Paraphrasing the words of the compiler, this
volume is neither a history nor a civics textbook, nor yet a tourist
guide. "it is true this book touches the three separate fields of those
works, but the prime purpose of The Florida Handbook is to draw
together facts and figures about Florida and its government for quick
reference -in short, to provide answers for. your questions" (p. 388).
The contents follow, in general, the plan of the 1947-1948 edition:
Executive Department, Legislative Department, Judicial Department,
Florida in Washington, Historic Florida, Out of Doors in Florida,
Florida on the Record, Resources, Education, Constitution of Florida,
and Index. In the section outlining the executive department, prefaced
by a brief discussion of our plan of government, adequate consideration
is made of the Governor, his powers, duties and functions. Thumbnail
sketches of Governor Fuller Warren, his assistants and the former
governors from William Pope DuVal to the present provide a historic
commentary on our chief executives. Briefer treatments, both contemporary and historic, round out the elected administrative officers
of the executive cabinet. Forty-five pages of this qection are devoted
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